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OXIDES

(57) A method for extracting metal and oxygen from
powdered metal oxides in electrolytic cell is proposed,
the electrolytic cell comprising a container, a cathode, an
anode and an oxygen-ion-conducting membrane, the
method comprising providing a solid oxygen ion conduct-
ing electrolyte powder into a container, providing a feed-
stock comprising at least one metal oxide in powdered
form into the container, applying an electric potential
across the cathode and the anode, the cathode being in
communication with the electrolyte powder and the an-
ode being in communication with the membrane in com-
munication with the electrolyte powder, such that at least
one respective metallic species of the at least one metal
oxide is reduced at the cathode and oxygen is oxidized
at the anode to form molecular oxygen, wherein the po-
tential across the cathode and the anode is greater than
the dissociation potential of the at least one metal oxide
and less than the dissociation potential of the solid elec-
trolyte powder and the membrane.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The invention relates to a method for extracting
metal and oxygen from powdered metal oxides as well
as a system for extracting metal and oxygen from pow-
dered metal oxides.

Background of the invention

[0002] Various electrolysis devices having at least one
cathode, which partially delimits a receiving area provid-
ed for receiving an oxide-containing feedstock in at least
one operating condition, and having at least one anode
are already known.
[0003] Devices for the production of metals and tran-
sition metals are exemplarily known from GB 2 534 332
A, EP 3 161 189 B1 and EP 2 935 656 B1. They operate
by direct reduction of solid or powdered oxide-containing
starting materials. Established electrolytic devices and
electrolytic processes, such as the SOM process (see e.
g. US 5,976,345 A and US 6,299,742 B1), or FFC proc-
ess, are aimed in particular at the chemical reduction of
metal oxides and transition metal oxides for the produc-
tion of pure metals or alloys, for example for the produc-
tion of magnesium, aluminium, silicon, titanium, or tan-
talum from their oxides.
[0004] The respective starting material is in electrical
contact with a cathode, with molten halide salts used as
an electrolyte. A respective anode assembly typically
consists of a graphite or metallic rod, or an oxygen ion-
conducting membrane in contact with an appropriate cur-
rent collector. A DC voltage is applied between the cath-
ode and the anode assembly at a working temperature
of typically 700°C to 1400°C. The electrochemical proc-
esses reduce the starting material to pure metal or alloy
at the cathode, and oxygen or an oxygen product is pro-
duced at the anode.
[0005] Above-mentioned US 5,976,345 A and US
6,299,742 B1 describe electrolysis devices, in which the
respective anode assemblies comprise an anode/current
collector and an oxygen ion conducting membrane,
which separates the respective anode from the electro-
lyte. Thus, the oxygen is separated from the electrolysis
cell, and high-purity oxygen is directly produced. In order
to increase the lifetime of a ceramic anode, the compo-
sition of the salt electrolyte is matched to the ceramics.
Fluoride salt mixtures have been proven to be suitable
for this application. For the industrial production of met-
als, devices and processes are used in particular in which
several bipolar electrochemical cells are connected in
series in an electrolyte bath.
[0006] From EP 2 430 216 B1, EP 2 640 871 B1, EP
2 764 137 B1 and EP 2 640 872 B1, continuous processes
are known in which the electrolyte bath or the device is
typically provided open to its/their surroundings at two
points for the introduction and removal of freshly loaded

cells or cell stacks. Furthermore, an integrated solution
is known from WO 2017/203245 A1, consisting of devic-
es and processes for the electrolytic production of metal
powders and direct further processing by means of ad-
ditive manufacturing processes.
[0007] US 6,299,742 B1 and US 5,976,345 A describe
an in situ apparatus and technique for measuring the
concentrations and transport properties of easily disso-
ciable oxides in slags, utilizing an electrolyte to separate
a reference-gas compartment from the slag of interest.
A method and apparatus for metals extraction is also
described, which includes a vessel for holding a molten
electrolyte.
[0008] Space applications and sustainable exploration
of space require, in particular, technologies that enable
the use of locally available resources, ideally in their nat-
urally occurring form. Of interest are space-qualified
technologies for the production of oxygen, water, and
fuel from materials present on the Moon, Mars, or in
and/or on asteroids. The term "space-qualified" is to be
understood as referring to a reusable, low-wear/mainte-
nance device, a process without the use of consumables,
and devices with a lightweight and compact design
and/or high energy and/or material efficiency. This im-
plies that the metal products obtained as a result of the
electrochemical process must be separable from the oth-
er elements of the electrolytic cell easily and preferably
in powdered form. The same applies to terrestrial appli-
cations of metal powder, such as the use of metal powder
as an energy carrier in terrestrial energy storage system
and/or heat-generating devices.
[0009] However, the operating temperature of the elec-
trolysis is typically in a range between 700°C to 1400°C
when molten halide salts are used as electrolytes. In this
temperature range technologically interesting metals,
such as Mg, Al, Fe may sinter, melt, or evaporate which
is not desired if one wants to obtain the reduced metal
in powdered form. Furthermore, following the electro-
chemical reduction the metal powders will be embedded
in the salt electrolyte. Depending on the composition of
the salt, the metal powders are separable from the salt
by washing with a solvent, evaporation of the salt, or other
means. These separation steps introduce additional
complexity and effort which reduce the attractiveness of
the process.

Summary of the invention

Summary of the invention

[0010] It is an object of the invention to provide an al-
ternative method for extracting metal and oxygen from
powdered metal oxides, which leads to a more complete
electrolytic reduction and an easier separation of the met-
al powder. Furthermore, it would be beneficial to also
increase the reaction rate and the production of high-
purity oxygen.
[0011] The object is met by a method according to the
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features of independent claim 1. Advantageous embod-
iments and further improvements may be gathered from
the subclaims and the following description.
[0012] A method for extracting metal and oxygen from
powdered metal oxides in electrolytic cell is proposed,
the electrolytic cell comprising a container, a cathode, an
anode and an oxygen-ion-conducting membrane, the
method comprising providing a solid oxygen ion conduct-
ing electrolyte powder into a container, providing a feed-
stock comprising at least one metal oxide in powdered
form into the container, applying an electric potential
across the cathode and the anode, the cathode being in
communication with the electrolyte powder and the an-
ode being in communication with the membrane in com-
munication with the electrolyte powder, such that at least
one respective metallic species of the at least one metal
oxide is reduced at the cathode and oxygen ions are ox-
idized at the anode to form molecular oxygen, wherein
the potential across the cathode and the anode is greater
than the dissociation potential of the at least one metal
oxide and less than the dissociation potential of the solid
electrolyte powder and the membrane.
[0013] A receiving space of the electrolyte cell, which
is created in the form of the container, may be defined
by the cathode and the membrane, which are arranged
at a distance to each other. The anode may be placed
directly adjacent to the membrane at a side facing away
from the cathode and in contact with the anode current
collector material. In the container, i.e. between the cath-
ode and the membrane, the electrolyte powder is ar-
ranged and surrounds feedstock particles. In doing so,
the electrolyte powder is in contact with both the cathode
and the membrane and provides a conducting path for
oxygen ions from the oxide particles to the membrane.
[0014] Providing the electrolyte powder and the feed-
stock may also comprise mixing both components, such
that substantially all feedstock particles are surrounded
by or in contact with electrolyte powder particles. It may
thus be feasible to use electrolyte powder having a mean
particle size clearly below the mean particle size of the
feedstock particles. The solid oxygen-ion conducting
electrolyte powder material is intended to at least partially
or completely fill the gaps between the metal oxide grains,
in this sense it is advantageous for the solid oxide elec-
trolyte powder to consist of small particles, for example
nanoparticles with grain sizes below 1 micrometer. In
contrast thereto, typical sizes of the feedstock particles
may be in the micrometer range.
[0015] Upon applying the potential across the cathode
and the anode, oxide ions will travel through the mem-
brane and are collectable at the anode. At least one metal
oxide in the feedstock will be reduced to metal and remain
in the electrolytic particles. After the method, it can be
separated from the electrolytic powder through a suitable
mechanical process. The reduced metal will particularly
comprise a particle size distribution similar to that of the
original at least one metal oxide powder.
[0016] The method has the advantage that it produces

metal powder and high purity oxygen simultaneously
without impacting a grain size distribution of the feed-
stock particles, in particular without sintering, melting,
evaporating the resulting metal powder, or dissolving the
metal powder in a liquid electrolyte. Furthermore, the ob-
tained metal powder is easily separable from the solid
electrolyte through a mechanical process, which is de-
scribed further below.
[0017] By eliminating molten salt electrolyte, the ro-
bustness and lifetime of a respective electrolytic cell and
its elements is clearly increased. A more complete oxide
reduction with high current densities and reaction rates
is facilitated by the introduction of said oxygen-ion con-
ducting solid electrolyte powder along with the at least
one metal oxide. The method is applicable to a wide
range of metals, alloys, and metal/alloy mixtures, includ-
ing but not limited to iron oxide and regolith, by proper
selection of the solid electrolyte. Still further, high tem-
peratures are not required. This also allows substances
to be reduced that have a high vapor pressure in the
reduced state and are therefore volatile. The use of low
temperatures also results in suitability for systems that
form liquid phases in the reduced state at low tempera-
tures. Another advantage is that high-purity oxygen
which is a valuable product is produced in parallel to the
metal powder.
[0018] The method may further comprise mixing the
electrolyte powder and the feedstock. Mixing the electro-
lyte powder and the feedstock may be conducted by si-
multaneously providing the electrolyte powder and the
feedstock, such that both reach the container at the same
time and disperse substantially evenly. Also, both ele-
ments may be mixed before being put into the container,
e.g. in a separate device. Here, a mechanical mixing de-
vice may be arranged in a mixing chamber, which is fill-
able with the feedstock and the electrolytic powder. A
goal is to provide a sufficient distribution of the electrolyte
powder around the feedstock particles, such that electric
paths between the cathode and the anode are created.
[0019] The feedstock may comprise at least one of a
group of materials or a chemical compound comprising
at least one of the group of materials, the group consisting
of iron, titanium, regolith, or any other suitable oxide ma-
terial. Regolith may comprise several different metal ox-
ide compounds, which may also comprise aluminium,
magnesium, and silicon.
[0020] The electrolyte powder may comprise at least
one of a group of materials, the group consisting of rare
earth or alkaline earth-doped zirconia-, ceria-, hafnia-,
and thoria-based oxides or any other suitable oxide ma-
terial. The choice depends on the overall process condi-
tions, the respective at least one metal oxide to be re-
duced, operating temperature, and intended current den-
sities. Preferred materials of the solid electrolyte powder
material may be yttria-stabilized zirconia, scandia- or ce-
ria stabilized zirconia, other oxygen ion conducting ma-
terials or mixed oxygen-ion electronic conductors.
[0021] The electrolyte powder may furthermore com-
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prise mixed oxygen ion electronic conductors, which im-
proves the ion transfer to the anode.
[0022] Furthermore, the oxygen ion-conducting mem-
brane may be selected from a group of materials, the
group comprising rare earth or alkaline earth-doped zir-
conia-, ceria-, hafnia-, and thoria-based oxides. It is par-
ticularly advantageous if the membrane comprises yttria-
stabilized zirconia.
[0023] As explained above, a mean particle size of the
solid electrolyte powder may preferably be less than a
mean particle size of the feedstock powder. Nanosized
particles of the solid oxygen-ion conducting electrolyte
powder has favorable properties for oxygen ion conduc-
tion and are therefore well suited for the method. De-
pending on the size ratio between the solid oxide elec-
trolyte powder particles and the feedstock particles, larg-
er sizes may also be suitable.
[0024] The electrolytic cell may be operated at a tem-
perature greater than about 500 °C. In particular, the elec-
trolytic cell is operated at a temperature in the range of
about 500 °C to about 1300 °C. By using these moderate
temperatures it is possible to reduce substances that
have a high vapor pressure in the reduced state and are
therefore volatile. The use of low temperatures also re-
sults in suitability for systems that form liquid phases in
the reduced state at low temperatures.
[0025] The method may further comprise collecting
molecular oxygen at the anode. With the method de-
scribed herein, high-purity oxygen which as a valuable
product is produced in parallel to the metal powder.
[0026] The method may further comprise arranging a
conducting structure into a space between the cathode
and the anode in electrical contact with the cathode as
a preparatory step before applying the electric potential.
Thus, the cathode contact area is increased, which re-
sults in a more complete oxide reduction with higher cur-
rent densities and reaction rates. Also, the electric resist-
ance in the electrolytic cell is reduced.
[0027] Further, the method may comprise separating
obtained metal from the electrolyte powder through a
separation process, the separation process being select-
ed from a group of separation processes, the group com-
prising:

- sieving,
- vibration separation,
- magnetic separation,
- electrostatic separation,
- air classification,
- sedimenting, and
- a combination thereof.

[0028] The invention further relates to a system for ex-
tracting metal and oxygen from powdered metal oxides,
the system comprising an electrolytic cell having a con-
tainer, a cathode, an anode and an oxygen-ion-conduct-
ing membrane, a solid oxygen ion conducting electrolyte
powder, and a power supply, wherein the cathode and

the anode are arranged at a distance to each other on
the container to form a receiving space, wherein the
membrane is arranged between the cathode and the an-
ode and contacts the anode, wherein the electrolytic pow-
der is provided in the receiving space in communication
with the cathode and the membrane, wherein the power
supply is connectable to the cathode and the anode to
selectively apply an electric potential across the cathode
and the anode, wherein the system is adapted for reduc-
ing at least one respective metallic species of at least
one metal oxide of feedstock mixed into and surrounded
by the electrolyte powder by applying the electric poten-
tial, wherein the potential is greater than the dissociation
potential of the at least one metal oxide and less than
the dissociation potential of the solid electrolyte powder
and the membrane.
[0029] In the system, the electrolyte powder may com-
prise at least one of a group of materials, the group con-
sisting of rare earth or alkaline earth-doped zirconia-, ce-
ria-, hafnia-, and thoria-based oxides.
[0030] The electrolyte powder may comprise mixed ox-
ygen ion electronic conductors.
[0031] The oxygen ion-conducting membrane may be
selected from a group of materials, the group comprising
rare earth or alkaline earth-doped zirconia-, ceria-, haf-
nia-, and thoria-based oxides, in particular yttria-stabi-
lized zirconia.
[0032] The system may further comprise a conducting
structure, in particular pins and/or at least one wire mesh,
in the receiving space between the cathode and the an-
ode in electrical contact with the cathode. The pins may
extend from the cathode in the direction of the anode.
The pins may be provided in the form of an array and
may particularly constitute a regular pattern at least in a
section. The at least one wire mesh may comprise a plu-
rality of mesh cells arranged on a common plane, in par-
ticular in form of a regular pattern.
[0033] The system may further comprise an array of
anodes, in particular capillary anodes, extending in di-
rection of the cathode. The capillary anodes may be re-
alized as one end closed tubes with a current collector.
[0034] The conducting structure comprises at least
one wire mesh, wherein the capillary anodes are at least
partially surrounded by mesh cells. Thus, the average
distance between the cathode and the anode is reduced.
Furthermore, the reaction rate is increased.

Brief description of the figures

[0035] In the following, the attached drawings are used
to illustrate exemplary embodiments in more detail. The
illustrations are schematic and not to scale. Identical ref-
erence numerals refer to identical or similar elements.
They show:

Fig. 1 a simplified sectional view of the system in an
embodiment of the system,
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Fig.2 a simplified sectional view of the system in an-
other embodiment of the system, and

Fig. 3 a method in a block-oriented, schematic view.

Detailed description of exemplary embodiments

[0036] Fig. 1 shows a system 2 for extracting metal
and oxygen from powdered metal oxides. The system 2
has an electrolytic cell 4, which comprises a cathode met-
al plate 6, an insulating bottom plate 8, a solid oxide mem-
brane plate 10 and in electrical contact with an anode
current collector 12. The cathode 6, the anode 12 and
the bottom plate 8 form a container. Metal pins 14 are in
direct contact with the cathode 6 and protrude towards
the anode 12.
[0037] In a receiving space 16 between the cathode 6
and the membrane 10 a metal oxide powder 18 is ar-
ranged and surrounded by solid electrolyte powder 20.
The metal oxide powder 18 and the electrolyte powder
20 are mixed, such that the spaces between particles of
the metal oxide powder 18 are filled with the electrolyte
powder 20. For this, the mean particle size of the metal
oxide powder 18 clearly exceeds the mean particle size
of the electrolyte powder 20.
[0038] A power supply 22 is connected to the anode 6
and the cathode 12. It is designed to apply an electric
potential between the anode 6 and the cathode 12. Re-
sultingly, metal oxide in the metal oxide powder 18 is
reduced to metal and molecular oxygen is collected at
the anode 12. During this process, conducting paths for
oxygen ions are used, which are created by the electro-
lyte powder 20 between the individual particles of the
metal oxide powder 18, are used. Due to the pins 14
extending towards the anode 12, the mean distance be-
tween the cathode 6 and the anode 12 is reduced.
[0039] The reduced metal powder produced as result
of the reduction remains in the receiving space 16. After
the electrolysis the mixture of the electrolytic powder and
the metal powder is removed from the electrolytic cell 4.
The metal and the electrolyte powder 20 are separated
from each other, and the solid electrolyte powder can be
re-used for the next batch of electrolysis with a new load
of metal oxide powder 18.
[0040] Fig. 2 shows an electrolytic cell 24 with a mod-
ified design. Here, a cathode 26 is formed as a container
and includes side walls 28 and a bottom plate 30 and an
array of solid oxide membrane anodes 32, each of which
is shaped as a one end closed tube with a current col-
lector 34 inside. The membrane anodes 32 are created
by coating anodes with the respective membrane mate-
rial.
[0041] A wire mesh structure 36 is connected to the
cathode 26 and partially fills a space between the anodes
32 and the cathode 26 to reduce the average distance
between the anodes 32 and elements that provide the
cathodic potential. The remaining space between the an-
odes 32 is filled with a mixture of the metal oxide powder

18 to be reduced and the solid electrolyte powder 20. As
in the previous embodiment, the average particle size of
the electrolyte powder is clearly lower than the average
particle size of the metal oxide powder. Thus, the elec-
trolytic powder thereby fills the gaps between the parti-
cles of the metal oxide 18 and provides a conducting path
for oxygen ions produced as a result of the reduction
towards the solid oxide membrane.
[0042] Upon applying the cell potential between the
anodes 32 and the cathode 28, molecular oxygen is col-
lected at the anodes 32, and the reduced metal powder
produced as result of the reduction is available within the
volume of the cathode 28. As described regarding the
previous embodiment, the metal powder can be separat-
ed after the electrolysis and the electrolyte powder is re-
usable.
[0043] Fig. 3 shows a method for extracting metal and
oxygen from powdered metal oxides in an electrolytic
cell, comprising a container, a cathode, an anode, and
an oxygen-ion-conducting membrane. The method com-
prises providing 38 a solid oxygen ion conducting elec-
trolyte powder into a container, providing 40 a feedstock
comprising at least one metal oxide in powdered form
into the container, applying 42 an electric potential across
the cathode and the anode, the cathode being in com-
munication with the electrolyte powder and the anode
being in communication with the membrane in commu-
nication with the electrolyte powder, such that at least
one respective metallic species of the at least one metal
oxide is reduced at the cathode and oxygen is oxidized
at the anode to form molecular oxygen. The potential
across the cathode and the anode is greater than the
dissociation potential of the at least one metal oxide and
less than the dissociation potential of the solid electrolyte
powder and the membrane. The electrolyte powder and
the feedstock may be mixed 44 before or after providing
them. During the reduction process, molecular oxygen
can be collected 46 at the anode.
[0044] As a preparatory step, a conducting structure,
such as a wire mesh, can be arranged 48 into a space
between the cathode and the anode in electrical contact
with the cathode before applying the electric potential.
After the electrolysis process, obtained metal is separat-
ed 50 from the electrolyte powder through a separation
process.

Reference numerals

[0045]

2 system
4 electrolytic cell
6 cathode
8 bottom plate
10 membrane
12 anode
14 metal pin
16 receiving space
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18 metal oxide powder (feedstock)
20 electrolyte powder
22 powder supply
24 electrolytic cell
26 cathode
28 side wall
30 bottom plate
32 membrane anode
34 current collector
36 wire mesh
38 providing electrolyte
40 providing feedstock (metal oxide powder)
42 applying electric potential
44 mix electrolyte and feedstock
46 collect oxygen
48 arrange conducting structure
50 separate metal

Claims

1. A method for extracting metal and oxygen from pow-
dered metal oxides in an electrolytic cell, comprising
a container, a cathode, an anode and an oxygen-
ion-conducting membrane, the method comprising:

- providing a solid oxygen ion conducting elec-
trolyte powder into a container,
- providing a feedstock comprising at least one
metal oxide in powdered form into the container,
- applying an electric potential across the cath-
ode and the anode, the cathode being in com-
munication with the electrolyte powder and the
anode being in communication with the mem-
brane in communication with the electrolyte
powder, such that at least one respective me-
tallic species of the at least one metal oxide is
reduced at the cathode and oxygen is oxidized
at the anode to form molecular oxygen,

wherein the potential across the cathode and the an-
ode is greater than the dissociation potential of the
at least one metal oxide and less than the dissocia-
tion potential of the solid electrolyte powder and the
membrane.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising mixing the
electrolyte powder and the feedstock.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the feedstock com-
prises at least one of a group of materials or a chem-
ical compound comprising at least one of the group
of materials, the group consisting of:

- iron,
- titanium,
- regolith.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the electrolyte pow-
der comprises at least one of a group of materials,
the group consisting of rare earth or alkaline earth-
doped zirconia-, ceria-, hafnia-, and thoria-based ox-
ides.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the electrolyte pow-
der comprises mixed oxygen ion electronic conduc-
tors.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the oxygen ion-con-
ducting membrane is selected from a group of ma-
terials, the group comprising rare earth or alkaline
earth-doped zirconia-, ceria-, hafnia-, and thoria-
based oxides.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the membrane com-
prises yttria-stabilized zirconia.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein a mean particle size
of the solid electrolyte powder is less than a mean
particle size of the feedstock powder.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the electrolytic cell
is operated at a temperature greater than about 500
°C.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the electrolytic cell
is operated at a temperature in the range of about
500 °C to about 1300 °C.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising collecting
molecular oxygen at the anode.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising arranging
a conducting structure into a space between the
cathode and the anode in electrical contact with the
cathode as a preparatory step before applying the
electric potential.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising separating
obtained metal from the electrolyte powder through
a separation process, the separation process being
selected from a group of separation processes, the
group comprising:

- sieving,
- vibration separation,
- magnetic separation,
- electrostatic separation,
- air classification,
- sedimenting, and
- a combination thereof.

14. System for extracting metal and oxygen from pow-
dered metal oxides, the system comprising:

- an electrolytic cell having a container, a cath-
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ode, an anode, and an oxygen-ion-conducting
membrane,
- a solid oxygen ion conducting electrolyte pow-
der, and
- a power supply,

wherein the cathode and the anode are ar-
ranged at a distance to each other on the
container to form a receiving space,
wherein the membrane is arranged be-
tween the cathode and the anode and con-
tacts the anode,
wherein the electrolytic powder is provided
in the receiving space in communication
with the cathode and the membrane,
wherein the power supply is connectable to
the cathode and the anode to selectively ap-
ply an electric potential across the cathode
and the anode,
wherein the system is adapted for reducing
at least one respective metallic species of
at least one metal oxide of feedstock mixed
into and surrounded by the electrolyte pow-
der by applying the electric potential, where-
in the potential is greater than the dissoci-
ation potential of the at least one metal oxide
and less than the dissociation potential of
the solid electrolyte powder and the mem-
brane.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the electrolyte pow-
der comprises at least one of a group of materials,
the group consisting of rare earth or alkaline earth-
doped zirconia-, ceria-, hafnia-, and thoria-based ox-
ides.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the solid electrolyte
powder comprises mixed oxygen ion electronic con-
ductors.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the oxygen ion-
conducting membrane is selected from a group of
materials, the group comprising rare earth or alkaline
earth-doped zirconia-, ceria-, hafnia-, and thoria-
based oxides, in particular yttria-stabilized zirconia.

18. The system of claim 14, further comprising a con-
ducting structure, in particular pins and/or a wire
mesh, in the receiving space between the cathode
and the anode in electrical contact with the cathode.

19. The system of claim 14, further comprising an array
of anodes, in particular capillary anodes, extending
in direction of the cathode.

20. The system of claim 18 and 19, wherein the conduct-
ing structure comprises at least one wire mesh,
wherein the capillary anodes are at least partially

surrounded by mesh cells.
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