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Abstract

Should social robots become part of our society?

Embedded in an exciting crime story, the science comic by Oliver Korn and Jonas Grund
conveys the current state and outlook of science on social robots.

The story takes place in the near future: In an international project, scientists are research-
ing the requirements for social robots for the health sector. Shortly before the prototype of
anursing robot is used in a field study, it disappears without a trace. In her first major case,
the young inspector Kira embarks on a journey into the world of science. In the process,
she learns a lot about social robots, Al and the world of international scientific cooperation.
Again and again, critical voices are heard: anti-robot activists protest against automation
and a dwindling of humanity and empathy. Even in the Commissioner’s family, the possible
care of elderly people by robots is controversially discussed.

The overarching goal is to build knowledge across all age groups so that the advantages
and disadvantages of these new technologies can be discussed controversially but knowl-
edgeably. “Social Robots - a Science Comic” is a contribution to an informed discussion in
the fields of robotics, artificial intelligence, ethics and politics and is thus also suitable as a
teaching and learning tool.

The comic was conceived and designed for young people and adults. In particular, however,
for those who have hardly come into contact with social robots and artificial intelligence so
far. Another target group are people working in the health care sector, because the care
and nursing of elderly people are considered to be one of the most important areas of
application for social robots in the future.

DINA4 portrait format, hardcover thread stitching, published in German and English. Self-
published by the Affective & Cognitive Institute (ACI), Offenburg University.

Nutzungsbedingungen Kontakt

Dieses Dokument wird unter diesen Bedinungen zur Verfiigung gestellt: Hochschule Offenburg | Bibliothek
Urheberrechtlich geschiitzt Badstralle 24

Fiir weitere Informationen siehe: 77652 Offenburg
https://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/ Telefon: (0781) 205-240

E-Mail: bibliothek@hs-offenburg.de
www.hs-offenburg.de/bibliothek


https://opus.hs-offenburg.de
https://doi.org/10.48584/opus-4779
https://doi.org/10.48584/opus-4779
https://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/

Social Robhots

A Science Comic




This project was developed by the
Affective and Cognitive Institute of
Offenburg University of Applied Sciences
and was supported by the
Arab-German Young Academy

of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA).

Further information can be found at
aci.hs-offenburg.de and agya.info

© 2020 Affective & Cognitive Institute ACI

Published by Affective & Cognitive Institute ACI, Offenburg University

of Applied Sciences, Badstrasse 24, 77652 Offenburg, Germany.
https:/acihs-offenburg.de/

Printing: BOD Badische Offsetdruck Lahr GmbH, Hinlehreweg 9,
77933 Lahr - Germany

ISBN: 978-3-9822778-0-6

The work, including its parts, is protected by copyright. Any use is
prohibited without the consent of the publisher and the author. This
applies in particular to electronic or other reproduction, translation,
distribution and making available to the public.

Bibliographic information of the German National Library:

The German National Library lists this publication in the German
National Bibliography; detailed bibliographic data is available on the
Internet at http:/dnb.d-nb.de.

Affective
3 Cognitive
ssssssss

% Federal Ministry <
of Education qu ARAB-GERMAN YOUNG ACADEMY

I' Hochschule Offenburg

offenburg.university
'SPONSORED BY THE

and Research OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

JONAS GRUND

Comic Artist and Author

OLIVER KORN

Scientific Author

LEA BUCHWEITZ

Scientific Co-Author

BELINDA JANINE HAGLEY

Layout and Typography

OLIVER KORN & JULIA REICHWEIN

Editing and Proofreading

JONAS GRUND

Translation

Other contributors

Ruben Gouveia, Moritz Umfahrer,
James Gay und Lara-Sophie Bornholdt


https://aci.hs-offenburg.de/
http://agya.info/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Oliver_Korn
https://jonasgrund.com/

IMPORTANT CHARACTERS

GUEST STARS

Detective Kira

The newly appointed detective is eager to prove herself and
solve her first case. Does she manage to find the right clues
in all the theories and explanations of the scientists? You can
bet on it! Kira does not let herself be beaten - even when she is
facing emotional activists.

Dr. Oliver Korn as Prof. Korn

Professor Korn is head of the research institute ACI and a
member of AGYA. He tries to support the young detective with
all his knowledge. Unfortunately, he likes to digress when it
comes to his passion social robots.

ARTAL

Prof. Korn's small knowledge robot would be very useful. If
only he could tell his flood of information at the right time.

Rebecca and David

Rebecca and David are both PhD candidates and are as
different as day and night. However, they are united by their
passion for their work and they support Detective Kira as
best they can.

Dr. Sabine Dorpmuller, Dr. Dominik L. Michels

Dr. Maria Roder-Tzellos as Prof. Michels

as Sabine & Maria . .
Expert on simulations

AGYA Coordination and Al, AGYA member

WHERE SHALL I PUT MY THINGS
FOR WORK? HAVE YOU SET UP A
DESK FOR ME YET?




|
DON'T YOU THINK YOU'RE

A LITTLE TOO OLO TO 8E WELL, T FIT IN QUITE
LIVING WITH YOLIR WELL, ACTUALLY!

PARENTS?

I CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU'RE MOVING
BACK IN, KIRA!

]
-

—f

JUST PUT IT ON YOUR DAD’S
OLD MESSY DESK., YOU CAN
USE HIS-—-

CAN'T YOU JusT
FIND A MAN AND
HAVE SOME

.. YES, OF
COURSE! ...

CHILDR--

... HELLO?

TEMPORARY! FLAT OF MY OWN. FIPST JOB AS A My CAREER IN My I OON'T

’ .I TO 8E HONEST, I'M WHO WOULD HAVE STILL,
e ony § |\l I'VE FOLNO A SURPRISED T 6OT MY THOLIGHT I START
I-\' HOMETOWN!

DETECTIVE HERE!

LIKE THE
IDEA OF
you
HAVING
sucH A
DANGER-
ous Jog!

N
‘M ON
MY WAY/

, ... CONSIDERING HOW
I'M EVEN MORE SURPRISED MISCHIEVOUS YOU WERE AS A CHILD.

THE POLICE HIRED YOU ... -

=

WORK CALLED! \
I 6OT A CASE!

MY FIRST OWN
CASE AS A

SEE YOu
LATER!

i e
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DETECTIVE KIRA,
REPORTING FOR DUTY.
WHAT’S 60ING ON?

OH GREAT/
YOU MADE IT,
DETECTIVE/

\

AT LEAST, THAT'S WHAT WE TOLD
THEM. BUT THEY INSISTED,
WE INVESTIGATE!

LAST NIGHT, A DEVICE WAS
STOLEN AT THIS INSTITUTE FULL
OF SCIENTISTS. THEY SAY IT'S

SOME KIND OF ROBOT ...

EITHER WAY ... NOTHING WAS CAUGHT
ON CAMERA. NO SIENS OF A
BREAK-IN. ALSO, NOBODY WAS AT
THE INSTITUTE THAT NIGHT.

IT's
IMPORTANT/
HIGH
PRIORITY,
THEY SAID!

LTS
DIFFICULT
LUNDER-
STANDING
THESE
ACADEMICS
WHEN THEY
TALK ABOUT
THEIR WORK.

50, I'M NOT SURE
WHAT WE CAN DO ...

GREAT/

THANKS FOR TAKING CARE OF
THIS. LET US KNOW IF YOU
REQUIRE ANYTHING! BYE/

50, WE THOUGHT, THIS IS
THE IDEAL J0O8 FOR OUR
NEW HIGHLY SKILLED
DETECTIVE/

FIND CLUES NO
ONE ELSE CAN/

HI/ T'M DETECTIVE KIRA !
I'M THE ONE WHO WILL CATCH
youe THIEF/

WHO’S IN
CHARGE HERE?!

FINE/ T'LL SHOW YOU
euys. JUST you WAIT/

FOR YOU, OVER THERE/

-

ERM, HE'S JUST WAITING J

=

HI/ I'M PROF. KORPN/
GREAT TO MEET YOU!
SORRY, I DION'T SEE YOU

REQUESTED. I'M HERE TO
INVESTIG--

l HI! '\ THE DETECTIVE YOU

LET'S 60/

THE OTHERS ARE
ALREADY WAITING!




Read the rest of the comic online:

https://affective-lab.org/social-
robots-a-science-comic/ [English]

https://affective-lab.org/de/soziale-
roboter-ein-science-comic/ [German]

or get a printed copy at:
https://shop.hs-offenburg.de/
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