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Abstract

Should social robots become part of our society?

Embedded in an exciting crime story, the science comic by Oliver Korn and Jonas Grund
conveys the current state and outlook of science on social robots.

The story takes place in the near future: In an international project, scientists are research-
ing the requirements for social robots for the health sector. Shortly before the prototype of
a nursing robot is used in a field study, it disappears without a trace. In her first major case,
the young inspector Kira embarks on a journey into the world of science. In the process,
she learns a lot about social robots, AI and the world of international scientific cooperation.
Again and again, critical voices are heard: anti-robot activists protest against automation
and a dwindling of humanity and empathy. Even in the Commissioner’s family, the possible
care of elderly people by robots is controversially discussed.

The overarching goal is to build knowledge across all age groups so that the advantages
and disadvantages of these new technologies can be discussed controversially but knowl-
edgeably. “Social Robots - a Science Comic” is a contribution to an informed discussion in
the fields of robotics, artificial intelligence, ethics and politics and is thus also suitable as a
teaching and learning tool.

The comic was conceived and designed for young people and adults. In particular, however,
for those who have hardly come into contact with social robots and artificial intelligence so
far. Another target group are people working in the health care sector, because the care
and nursing of elderly people are considered to be one of the most important areas of
application for social robots in the future.
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Mom!!

Where shall I put my things 
for work? Have you set up a 

desk for me yet? 

Detective Kira

The newly appointed detective is eager to prove herself and 
solve her first case. Does she manage to find the right clues 
in all the theories and explanations of the scientists? You can 
bet on it! Kira does not let herself be beaten  - even when she is 
facing emotional activists.

Dr. Oliver Korn as Prof. Korn

Professor Korn is head of the research institute ACI and a 
member of AGYA. He tries to support the young detective with 
all his knowledge. Unfortunately, he likes to digress when it 
comes to his passion social robots.

A.R.T.A.L

Prof. Korn’s small knowledge robot would be very useful. If 
only he could tell his flood of information at the right time.

Rebecca and David

Rebecca and David are both PhD candidates and are as  
different as day and night. However, they are united by their 
passion for their work and they support Detective Kira as  
best they can.

Guest Stars

Important Characters

Dr. Sabine Dorpmüller, 
Dr. Maria Röder-Tzellos 

as Sabine & Maria

AGYA Coordination

Dr. Dominik L. Michels 
as Prof. Michels

Expert on simulations  
and AI, AGYA member



RRRING!
RRRING!
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Oh, come 
on Mom!  

it’s only  
temporary!

Until I’ve found a 
flat of my own.

To be honest, I’m 
surprised I got my 

first job as a  
detective here!

Who would have 
thought I start  
my career in my 

hometown!

I’m even more surprised 
the police hired you ...

... Considering how  
mischievous you were as a child.

I can’t believe 
you’re moving  
back in, Kira!

Don’t you think you’re 
a little too old to be 

living with your  
parents?

Just put it on your dad’s 
old messy desk. You can 

use his--

Well, I fit in quite 
well, actually!

Still, 
  

I don’t 
like the 
idea of 

you 
having 
such a  

danger-
ous job!

Can’t you just 
find a man and 

have some childr--

... Aha, OK,  
Uh-huh ...

... Yes, of 
course! ...

I’m on 
my way!

Work called! 
I got a case! 

My first own 
case as a  
detective! 

See you  
later!

... Hello?
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Detective Kira,  
reporting for duty. 
What’s going on?

Oh great! 
You made it, 
detective!

Last night, a device was  
stolen at this institute full 
of scientists. They say it’s 

some kind of robot …

… it’s  
difficult 
under-

standing 
these 

academics 
when they 
talk about 
their work.

Either way … nothing was caught 
on camera. No signs of a 

break-in. Also, nobody was at 
the institute that night. 

So, I’m not sure 
what we can do … 

At least, that’s what we told 
them. But they insisted,  

we investigate! 

It’s  
important! 

High  
priority, 
they said!

Of course!Of course!

Erm, he’s just waiting 
for you. Over there!

Hi! I’m the DETECTIVE you 
requested. I’m here to 

investig--

Errr,  
hello?

Oh?

Hi! I’m Prof. Korn!  
Great to meet you! 

Sorry, I didn’t see you 
there!

Let’s go!  
The others are 
already waitinG!

So, we thought, this is 
the ideal job for our 

new highly skilled  
detective!  

Find clues no 
one else can!

Great! 
Thanks for taking care of 

this. Let us know if you  
require anything! Bye!

Fine! I’ll show you 
guys. Just you wait!

Hi! I’m Detective Kira !  
I’m the one who will catch 

your thief! 

Who’s in 
charge here?!



Read the rest of the comic online:  
https://affective-lab.org/social-
robots-a-science-comic/ [English] 
https://affective-lab.org/de/soziale-
roboter-ein-science-comic/ [German]

or get a printed copy at:
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